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And Moſes ſaid unto him, Envieft thou for my 
fake ? Would God that all the Lord's People 
were Prophets, | 


E find in this Chapter Moſes greatly af- 
flicted with the Murmuring and Diſcon- 
tent of the People in the Wilderneſs. 
He earneſtly beſeeches God that he may 
no longer be obliged alone to ſuſtain the 
weighty Government of that People. God is pleaſed, in 
anſwer to his Requeſt, to order him to gather together 70 
the Tabernacle ſeventy Men of the Elders, whom he promiſes 
to endue with the ſame ſpiritual Gifts and Abilities, which 


he had ſupplied him withal, as well to enable them duly 


to diſcharge ſo important an Adminiſtration, as to be a Sign 

to others that he had called them to that Employment. 
Accordingly we are told, that The Lord came down in a 
Chud, and ſpake unto, him, and took of the Spirit that was 
upon him, and gave it to the ſeventy Elders: And it came to 
paſs that when the Spirit refed upon them, they prophefied— 
But there remained two of the Men in the Camp whom the 
Spirit reſted upon——and they prophefied in the Camp * ; 
which 1s obſerved to be a greater thing than if they had 
propheſied in the Tabernacle ; from whence they were pro- 
bably detained by God's eſpecial Providence, that the Mi- 
racle might be the more evident to all the People. 2 
B Ks nd 
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I A SERMON preach'd before 


And there ran a young Man, and told Moſes, and ſaid 
Eldad and Medad do propheſy in the Camp, and Joſhua the 
Son of Nun, the Serqant of Moſes, one of his young Men, 

anfwered and ſaid, Lord Moſes forbid them X. 

This he faid not ſo much from any Apprehenſions that 
he ſeems to have been under of the ill Conſequences of 
Schiſm and Sedition, which might have been occaſioned 
by their Abſence from the Tabernacle, as that he feared, 
leſt by their acting independently and ſeparately from 
Moſes, his Maſter's Power and Authority might be dimi- 
niſhed. But we find the Meekeſt of Men of a quite con- 
trary Temper. 

And Moſes ſaid unto him, Envieſt thou for my ſake * Would 
God that all the Lord's People were Prophets. 

Which Words are not to be taken in an abſolute Senſe. 
For as all are not, cannot be Rulers, ſo all are not, cannot 
be Prophets. Each of them muſt have their reſpeQtive 
Correlatives. 

Moſes had entertained too high Sentiments of Infinite 
Wiſdom not to be ſatisfied with all it's Diſpenſations. He 
was no ways conceited or Ne up with thoſe extraordi- 
nary Inſtances of Divine Favour, conferred upon himſelf 
in particular, well knowing how little he had to be proud 
of, and who it was that made him to differ from anotber. 
For the Apoſtle argues, 1 Cor. iv. 7. He that bath received 
it, how can he glory as if be had not received it? No. So far 
was he from thinking that he had any Reaſon to be en- 
vious againſt others of like Attainments, that, had it been 
poſlible, it would have been Matter of great Satisfaction to 
48g that all the Lord's People were Prophets, * 
This Anſwer of Moſes was doubtleſs + “an high De- 
e monſtration of that moſt excellent Spirit within him, 
„ which had nothing in it of Envy, Pride, or Vainglary : 
For he ſought not himſelf in the leaſt, but — the 

| LESS .: 


* Ver. $7, 28. + Biſhop Patrick in Loc. 


the Sons of the CLER RGV. 3 

« Glory of God, and the Good of his People. Which 
« admirable Temper of Mind St. James, from hence, com- 
« mends to all Chriſtians, when he faith, Chap. iv. g. 
« Do ye think that the Scripture ſaith in vain, the Spirit 
ce that dwelleth in us luſteth to Envy? But he giveth more 
« Grace:” A Temper of Mind more particularly ſuitable 
to thoſe among them who are diſtinguiſhed as ſpiritual 
Perſons ; who when they ſeriouſly conſider, that how great 
ſoever the Powers may be, that they are endowed with, or 
the Stations they are called to, they are Gifts, or Truſts 
repoſed in them by God, cannot but affectionately wiſh, 
that all thoſe who are committed to their Charge were 
altogether as they are in all ſpiritual Advantages ; that all 
the Lord's People were Prophets. F 

I propoſe, in the enſuing Diſcourſe, to take a ſhort View 
both of the Importance and Difficulty of the Paſtoral or 
Prophetic Office, and to lay before you ſome Conſiderations, 
tending to remove that Load of Obloquy, with which it has 
been oppreſſed; concluding with a Reflection or two, 
ſaitable to the Occaſion of this Day's Solemnity. 

And firſt we have in View the Importance of the Paſto- 
ral or Prophetic Office, for the various Purpoſes of Religion ; 
for Government, for Inſtruction, and for the Diſpenſation 
of all the Divine Ordinances, in Oppoſition to thoſe, who 
either allow no Power whatever, but in the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, or contend that all Chriſtians, without Diſtinction, 
are both Prieſts and Prophets. 


With Regard to Government, it may ſuffice to obſerve, 


That as the Civil Society is called a Body, by a known 


Metaphor, taken from the Natural Body, the Parts of 
which are ſeverally affiſtant to each other, and receive 


Warmth and Vigour from one common Principle; ſo there 
is a Spiritual Society, the Members whereof, how re- 
mote ſoever from each other, in their Civil Intereſts and 
Concerns, are yet ſo conjoined as to make but one Body 
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under one Head——T hat the Powers, they claim, are of a 
different Nature, and deſigned for quite different Ends — 
That they are ſo conſtituted, that they can never interrupt 
each other, while they run in their proper Channels; for 
the Spiritual Powers, being applicable only to Spiritual 
Purpoſes, can never claſh or interfere with thoſe other 
Powers, which are equally ordained of God. That the 
Civil Society is to be conducted, under the ordinary Me- 
| thods of Providence, according to the particular Laws and 
Cuſtoms of each State or Kigndom ; whereas the Spiritual 
Society, being inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf, can admit of 
no Alteration, from any Authority leſs than that of it's 
ſupreme Head and Lawgiver, who was graciouſly pleaſed, 
by himſelf and his Apoſtles, to lay down ſuch a Plan of 
Government for his viſible Church, as, if regularly pur- 
ſued, would effectually promote and preſerve Peace and 
Order. * 

As to Inſtruction, that more particular Buſineſs of the 
Prophet, it's Neceſſity cannot fairly be queſtioned by any, 
that conſider the State of Chriſtianity, and take human 
Nature as in Fact they find it, and not as in bare Theory, 
they may chuſe to have it. : 

For though the With, as it is commonly called, of 
Moſes is more than compleated, the People of God being 
now favoured with fuller Diſcoveries of the Divine Will, 
and better acquainted with the Meaning of the ſeveral Pro- 
phecies, than even the Prophets of old appear to have been; 
though the Scriptures, which are able to make Men w/e 
unto Salvation, are of the freeſt Acceſs to all;. yet if we 
reflect upon the groſs Ignorance of Multitudes, even in 
this Sun-ſhine of the Goſpel, proceeding from a wretched 
| Defect of Education in ſome, from Prejudice and Inatten- 
tion in others, or from the many neceſlary worldly Avo- 
cations in a third Sort, we ſhall ſoon perceive that there 
are very few, who have not need of particular Inſtruction, 
N and 
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and that with Authority, as well as Argument and Per- 
ſuaſion, to keep them ſteady in the Practice of the plaineſt 
Duties. ES | 10 

Indeed as there is no Man ſo knowing, as to be inca- 
pable of Increaſe in Chriſtian Knowledge; ſo all Men, 
more or leſs, want to have their Affections raiſed from low 
mean Purſuits, to Objects worthy of their rational Nature; 
and the great End of Preaching itſelf, the ordinary Me- 
thod of Inſtruction, is not more to inform the Under- 
ſtanding than to awaken the Attention, and occaſion a 
ſerious Application of the awful Truths of Religion to 
the Conſciences of Mankind. Wherefore, ſays St. Peter, 


T will not be negligent to put you always in Remembrance of 


theſe Things, though ye know them, and be eſtabliſhed in the 
preſent Truth X. If X 

Hence not only the Neceſſity of teaching in general, 
but the Importance of a ſtated Order of Men, well qualified 
by their Profeſſion for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, 
and for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, who while the reſt of 
the World are taken up with it's Cares or Vanities, ſhould 
be appropriated to remind them of a future State, and to 
guide their Steps in the Way that leads to Life. All Helps, 
all Reſtraints, are requiſite, either by proper Encourage- 
ments, to excite the ; glorious Hopes of Salvation, or by 
the Terrors of the Lord to , 1-1 4; 3 
But what moſt indiſputably determines the Importance 
of the Prophetic Office, for this as well as other Purpoſes 
of Religion, is it's being ſettled and ordained of God. 
He appointed the Apoſtles and Prophets to continue that 
Spiritual Building, of which they were the Foundation, 
Jeſus Chrift himſelf being the chief Corner-Stone, by fitting 
out others to ſucceed them ro the End of the World; who, 
when they teach and inſtruct the People, execute the Pro- 
| © phetic 
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6 A SERM ON preach'd before 
phetic Office, performed by our Lord himſelf, of preaching 
the Goſpel. 1 _ LOO 
Great Reaſon then have all Men to be thankful to the 
Divine Wiſdom for the ſtanding Proviſion made for the Edi- 
fication of the Church of Chriſt ; hat it ſhould not be toſſed to 
and fro with every Wind of Doctrine. And therefore tho the 
Preacher, who, by the Order of Providence is ſef over them, 
ſhould be, as to human Accompliſhments, inferior to ſome of 
the Laity, yet as the Grace of God is able to operate, very 
powerfully, by ſeemingly weak Means ; ſo they have more 
Reaſon to expect it in his Appointment, than in other 


Ways of their own deviſing. It is the Divine Grace which 


can alone effectually enlighten the Mind, and convince the 
Will; and this God, in the Uſe of his Ordinances, is fre- 
quently pleaſed to beſtow in ſuch a Manner, as to evidence 
our Faith, not to ſtand in the Viſdom of Men. 

It ought to be looked upon as a fingular Bleſſing to this 
Church, for which ſhe can never ſufficiently expreſs her 
Gratitude to God, that he has been pleaſed to raiſe up a 
Succeſſion of ſo many able and learned Men rightly to 
divide the Word of Truth in the moſt rational and perſuaſive 


Method. Learning and Abilities are by all Means to be 


encouraged. There can be no Care too great in the Choice 
of Perſons proper to be entruſted with the facred Miniſtry 


of the Church. But there is ſomething ſtill more important 
than either their Learning or Abilities, viz. Their teach- 


ing with Authority from God. Let us view a more ordi- 
nary Perſon in this Light, and he will be hardly found to 


fay any thing unworthy Notice and Regard. 


Permit me juſt to obſerve, that if, according to an Opi- 
nion too prevailing, Abilities merely human be all that is 
wanting to qualify the Teacher, it is highly expedient 
that a Power ſhould be lodged ſomewhere of enquiring 
into theſe Abilities ; leſt the Preſumption of confident Men 
ſhould make the Scriptures themſelves no longer a _ 

plete 
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lete Rule of Faith and Manners. For it will not ſurel 
be thought neceſſary, to the more effectual Eſtabliſhment of 
Truth, that every one ſhould be at Liberty to propagate 
Error. Beſides, 5 

A promiſcuous Allowance of Teachers will not only 
unavoidably deſtroy the Peace of the Church, which de- 
pends upon the Behaviour of thoſe who are Members of 
it, but the Civil Community is like to enjoy but little 
Security, if the private Opinion of every Perſon, concern- 
ing his own Fitneſs, may give him a Title to ſo conſiderable 
a Branch of the Prophetic Office. 
This is a Truth, that they can be no Strangers to, 
who are at all read in the Hiſtory of Mankind, and 
which, were it proper to dwell on the ungrateful Sub- 
ject, it were eaſy to confirm by Inſtances home to the 
Purpoſe. | | 

But to proceed. Preaching or declaring the Duties of 
Religion, though ſometimes taken for the whole Office 
of the Miniſtry, is but a Part of the Commiſſion of the 
Paſtoral or Prophetic Order. They are Perſons appointed 
by God to under mediate the Concerns of the ſecond 
Covenant. They are empowered to offer up the united 
Petitions of his People, to implore the Divine Blefling, 
with full Aſſurance of being heard, and to ſeal the Terms 


of Pardon and Forgiveneſs by viſible Signs of an inward 


and inviſible Grace. They are ordained for Men in Things 
pertaining to Ged: an Honour, faith the Author to the He- 
brews, which no Man taketh to himſelf, but he that is called 
of God, as was Aaron. From whence he teaches us to in- 
fer, that whoever thus taketh to himſelf the ſacred Of- 
fice, can diſcharge no Part of it with due Authority and 
Succeſs, wy | 5 

The Objection is not altogether ſo ſtrong againſt thoſe 
who aſſume the Province only of preaching the Word of 


God; it having in itſelf, as a Means of Inſtruction, a natural 
Tendency 


=— 


8 A SERMON preach'd before 
Tendency to improve the Hearer. There is no doubt 
but that private Chriſtians may lawfully admoniſh, and 
inſtruct each other; nay, that it is the Duty of every one, to 
the utmoſt of their Power, to propagate ſaving Knowledge, 
and by Precept as well as Example, to promote the In- 
tereſts of Religion and Virtue. But private Inſtruction is 
one thing, and preaching in the public Congregation an- 
other. And indeed if there was no other Reaſon why the 
latter ſhould not be promiſcuouſly allowed, this ſingle one 
would be ſufficient, that there are an Order of Men, ſepa- 
rated by God for that Purpoſe. 3 
Though therefore it muſt be a high Piece of Preſump- 
tion in any Perſon, unauthorized, to aſſume the Province 
of Preaching, which is not to be conſidered as merely a 
Means of Inſtruction, but as an authoritative Declaration 
of the Terms of Divine Acceptance, yet unwarranted, to 
diſpenſe the poſitive Ordinances, to adminiſter thoſe holy 
Rites which are generally neceſſary to Salvation, is more 
daringly profane; inaſmuch as the unhallowed Adminiſtra- 
tor uſes a Means, which cannot of itſelf operate to any 
End at all. What Allowances are to be made for any 
neceſſary Defect in the Miniſtry, is no Part of our preſent 
Conſideration; ordinarily we are aſſured, that the Bleſſing 
of God upon his own Inſtitutions, muſt be confined to the 
Conditions of his own preſcribing. Þ 
They, then, enjoy no imaginary Diſtinction, who are ſo 
eſſential to the Conſtitution of the viſible Church; for as 
long as there is a Body of Cbriſtians to be edified, and Saints 
to be per fected, fo long the Work of the Miniſtry will be 
important, and ſo long the ſeveral Ranks of the Prophetic 
Order will be neceſſary for the due Execution of it. 


; The Difficulty of which, I proceed in the ſecond Place 
briefly to conſider, 19 


And 
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And here we may well apply, though in a Senſe ſome- 
what different, the Interrogation of Moſes to the Son of 
Nun, Why envieſt thou for my Sake? to all thoſe, who 
eſteem it an Employment of ordinary Undertaking, 

He who thinks ſo meanly of the Paſtoral Care, would, 
by a nearer Survey of the ſeveral Duties and Obligations of 
it's ;Miniſters, be quickly convinced, that they are not 
permitted to eat the Bread of Idleneſs, or to indulge them- 
ſelves in Eaſe and Indolence. . 

They are to be accounted of us Stewards of the Myſteries 
of God, and it is required in Stewards, that they be found 
Faithful. | BP 

They are Shepherds of Chriſt's Flock, not only to feed 
them in green Paſtures, and lead them to the Waters of Com- 
fort, but to defend them againſt all Diſturbers of the ſpi- 
ritual Fold; to ſeek that which was loft, to bring again that 
which was driven away, as they will anſwer it, one Day, 
to the great Shepherd of the Sheep. 

They are Watchmen obliged, in the Language of the 
Prophet, to watch upon the high Towers, that they may 
give timely Notice to their Charge below, to flee from the 
approaching Danger, leſt Blood ſhould be required at the 
Watchman's Hand. 3 
They are Huſbandmen, who have put their Hands to 
the Plough, and bound themſelves by the moſt ſacred Ties, 
to gain an Increaſe from their reſpective Farms; to culti- 
vate the good Seed, leſt the Enemy come, and mingle it 
with Tares. . 

To theſe great Ends they will always have in View their 
ſolemn Promiſe, faithfully to miniſter to the Doctrine and 
Diſcipline of Chriſt; they will humbly aſpire to be like 
their Great Maſter, Prophets mighty both in Word and 
Deed, and to have, as the High-Prieſt of old, their Ur:m 
and their Thummim ; a thorough Knowledge of the revealed 
Counſels of the Divine Will, and all that exemplary Holi- 
C neſs, 
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nei, which is neceſſary to make their Endeavours more ef- 
fectual, for the Salvation of Mankind. 
And who, that remembers that he is under theſe Obliga- 
tions, will be elated with a Province, which cannot be duly 
entered upon without ſerious Concern, and muſt always 
adminiſter Matter of the deepeſt Humility? 
For who is ſufficient for theſe Things? To miniſter to 
the Welfare of Souls! What Skill is requiſite for fo ar- 
duous an Undertaing? What Care and Thoughtfulneſs 
neceſſary to prevent the Miſcarriage of the leaſt of thoſe 
for whom Cbriſt died? _ 
To be Leaders in the Chriſtian Warfare. To be 
ſhining Examples to a degenerate Age,— To be wiſe 
both for themſelves and others, and to let their Zeal, well 
accompanied with Knowledge, break forth like Fire on the 
Altar, by oppoſing every dangerous Error with a Diligence 
fo unwearied, a Reſolution ſo firm, a Diſpoſition of 
Mind ſo brave, as to be willing to part from all that is 
dear to them, rather than betray thoſe glorious Truths they 
preach and profeſs.— A Work fo great and difficult, 
which can never be ſupported without the Aſſiſtance of 
God's holy Spitit, ought out of common Generoſity, as 
well as a due Regard to the Divine Appointment, to prevail 
with the Chriſtian Laity, 20 pray without ceafing, for a 
Bleſſing thereupon, and to be ready, on all Occaſions, to 
eaſe the Weight, and forward the Succeſs of a Miniſtration, 
inſtituted by God for their Comfort and Advantage. 
* Obey them, ſays the Apoſtle, that have the Rule over 
you, and ſubmit yourſelves: For they watch for your Souls, as 
they that muſt give Account; that they may da it with Foy 
and not with Grief: © + Sweeten and allay the irkſome 
* Labour of your Teachers, by performing to them all 
0 | “ Offices. 


* Heb. xiii. 17. | | | 

+ Mulcete eum Laborem omnibus Obſequiis & Officiis. ut cum Ala- 
eritate, potius quam Dolore, fungantur munere ſatis gravi, etiamſi a vobis 
nihil triſte accedat. Gro, | 
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te Offices of Reſpect and Love, that they may with Ala- 
« crity, and not with Grief, diſcharge a Function, of itſelf 
« a ſufficient Barthen, without any Addition of Sorrow 
« from you.” And now 


In the Third Place, give me leave humbly, to endeavour 
at leaſt, to vindicate the facred Function, from that Load 
of Obloquy with which it hath been beſpattered at Noon- 
Day. I am aware of the Invidiouſneſs of the Attempt, 
on a lefs favourable Occaſion ; and yet, why ſhould that 
be blameable in one, which is confeſſedly allowed to all 
other Orders and Degrees of Men whatſoever ? Not from 
the Nature of the Office, which is moſt honourable in 
itſelf, as well as of the higheſt Importance to the Chriſtian 
World. | 

That I may not enlarge upon the Eſteem in which the 
Prophetic Order hath been held, in all Ages and Nations, 
nor produce many Inſtances to ſhew, that Prieſts of all Re- 

ligions have, in this Reſpe&, been in a Manner the ſame; it 
is evident to all, who are acquainted with the holy Serip- 
tures, that, under the Law, their Authority and Power 
were proportioned to the Greatneſs of the Bleſſings, eon- 
veyed by their Miniſtration to the People. Though when 
the Apoſtle makes the Compariſon, how far doth the Evan- 
gelical exceed the Legal Miniſtry? * If the Miniſtration of 
Death, written and engraven in Stones, was glorious, ſo 
that the Children of Iſrael could not ſtedfaſtly behold the Face 
of Moſes, for the Glory of his Countenance, which Glory was 
to be done away, how ſhall not the Miniſtration of the Spirit 
be rather glorious? The Titles every where given in Scrip- 
ture to the Miniſters of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, are de- 
ſigned to guard them from Reproach, and to command 
Honour and Reſpect. | 
Cis + £3 What 
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What ſhall we fay then to ſome among us, who would 
be thought, and I would willingly hope are, Chriſtians, 
who forget themſelves ſo far as to ridicule, on all Occa- 
ſions, the Perſons of the Clergy, and by expoſing their 
Weakneſs and Infirmities do more Harm to the Intereſts 
of Religion, than all it's avowed Eemies ? 

The Pretences, they are pleaſed to make, in Juſtification 
of ſuch unkind Behaviour, are, I truſt, built upon ſlender 
Foundations : I ſhall mention but one or two. 

One ufual Pretence is Pride, a Vice, to which of all 
others, Human Nature, in it's preſent Corruption, ſeems: 
moſt diſpoſed. It is that Vice, which does more eafily be- 
fet us, and which will find a Way to the otherwiſe well- 
guarded Paſſages of the Heart. It muſt be acknowledged 
withal, that it can never hope for leſs Excuſe than in thoſe; 
who are ſo particularly obliged to folow a Pattern of the 
moſt amazing Humility. | 

Be it however remembred, that Flattery, and the little 
Arts of Addreſs are ſo very common, that he is uſually 
accounted proud, who- cannot bring himſelf to. comply with 
them: That they will always be liable to this Imputation, 
who do not readily fall into the Meaſures. of others, who 
are deſirous of keeping themſelves unſpotted from the I. orld,. 
of preſerving a true Senſe of the Dignity of their Chara- 
Cer, and of avoiding that dangerous F amiliarity, which 
is the genuine Parent of Contempt. 

The other Pretences I ſhall mention, for that Envy and 
IIl-will, which are fo plentifully poured upon the Order, 
are their Ambition and Avarice, their temporiſing and 
ſeeking themſelves, to the great Scandal of their holy 
Calling. 

This is a Charge of a wi grievous Nature, and. if 
there be any Truth in it, ſadly to be lamented, To ſee 
thoſe whom it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe under ſtronger and 

more lively Impreſſions of another World, than the reſt of 
3 Mankind, 
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Mankind, taken up with temporal Views, or deſcend to 
mean and unworthy Compliances, is a Diſgrace not only 
to Religion, but to Humanity itſelf, But 7hough all are 
not Lſrael that are of Iſrael, J am perſuaded that theſe Ob- 
jections, like many others, are, in general, a mere Artifice 
made uſe of by ill deſigning Men, whoſe Behaviour, were 
there not the leaſt Ground for the Reflection, would be 
ſtill the ſame. - Cray 

Let us ſee how it fared with the Prophet Moſes, who 
withſtood as great and ſhining a Temptation as can well 
be conceived. Though from an expoſed Infant; he be- 
came the adopted Son of an hereditary Princeſs, and was 
Heir apparent to a Crown, yet when he was come to Years, 
he refuſed to be called the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter ; choofing 
rather to ſuffer Affliction with the People of God, than enjoy 
the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon ; eſteeming the Reproach of 
Chriſt greater Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt. Here 
ſure was a ſufficient Indication of a generous diſintereſted 
Mind; but no ſooner was he honoured with a Meſſage 
from God, -than we find him every where. maligned and 
oppoſed by Noiſe and Faction. 

The Time would fail us to tell of all the Prophets under 
the Law, of whom the World was not worthy; nor need 
we take Pains to ſhew, that they were ſeldom free from 
ill Uſage, meerly for being Prophets, ſince the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel were no better received in thoſe Times, when 
it was preached in the higheſt Evidence and Demonſtration 
of the Spirit. I think, ſays St Paul, that God bath jet 
forth us the Apoſtles laſt, as it were appointed to Death. 
For we are made a Speftacle unto. the World, and ta. 


Angels and to Men, We are Fools for Chriſt's Sake, — 
we are weak — we are deſpiſed — we are made as the 


Filth of the World, and the Off-ſcouring of all Things unta 
this Day. | | 


God 


14 A SERMON preach'd before 


God hereby deſigned to convince all thoſe who were 
capable of Conviction, that his Servants ſought not them. 
ſelves, that their only View was the Propagation of thoſe 
Truths, which with ſo much Danger they publiſhed to 
the World. 1 
But this was not to be the hard Condition of the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt in ſucceeding Ages, when Kings ſhould be- 
come their nurſing Fathers, and Queens their nurfing Mothers, 
The Church, even amidſt the moſt terrible Conflicts of 
Perſecution, had frequent Reſpites, but when the World 
grew Chriſtian, it immediately obtained the Support of 
human Laws, and the greateſt Princes thought it their Ho- 
nour to advance it's Wealth and Proſperity. In which 
proſperous Condition, through different Degrees of Succeſs 
and Splendor, it is, bleſſed be God, derived down to us at 
this Day, The Church of Chrift, primitive in it's Do- 
ctrine, Worſhip, and Government, is here eftabliſhed by 
Law, and may it be eſtabliſhed, in Spite of Envy, Schiſm, 
and Infidelity, till they, with every Hereſy, be ſubdued, 
and God ſhall be all in all. ö | 
But we are to conſider that the Church of Chriſt on 
Barth, is ſtill a Church Militant, and however favoured 
by the higher Powers, always has and will be ſubject to the 
Oppoſition and Affronts of unreaſonable Men. The Di 
ciples therefore ſhould not be ſurprized, when they meet 
with the ſame Uſage as heir Lord, who, at the very Time 
that he was preaching the glad Tidings of Salvation, and 
laying down ſuch Rules of Life, as manifeſtly tended to 
, Taiſe the human Nature to it's higheſt Pitch of Perfection, 
was treated with the utmoſt Scorn and Indignity. - 
If then from the jir/t to the ſecond Moſes, fiom the goodly 
Pellowſhip of the Prophets, to the glorious Company of the 
Apoſtles, they jo perſecuted them that went before; and if 
there have been in all Ages thoſe who have fat in the Seat 
of the Scorner, it 1s little to be wondered at, in an Age 
: 10 
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ſo fruitful in Prodigies, that they who are deſervedly the 
Eſteem of the Proteſtant World abroad, ſhould be with- 
out equal Honour in tbeir own Country. | 

But why? What Cauſe can be productive of fo fad an 
Effect ? 

Were not in a Manner all the firſt Reformers of the 
Prophetic Order? all the better Part of the Reformation, 
which conſiſted in recovering theſe Nations from a long 
Midnight of Ignorance and Superſtition, was performed 
by that Order of Men, who added to the noble Army 
of Martyrs, by witneſſing a good Confeſſion; and 'refiſting 
even unto Blood. Have they ſince kept the Scriptures 
from the People, or ſhunned to reveal to them the whole 
Council of God? Do they claim any temporal Juriſdiction, 
inconſiſtent with the Laws of their Country ? Do they 
expect any other Maintenance, than what they have a 
Right to demand by thoſe Laws? 
Were they ſuſpected of being, as heretofore, under a ſe- 
perate Engagement; were they not ſo divided in Jacob, 
as to be Bone of the fame Bone, and Fleſh of the ſame Fleſh, 
and allied to the Body of the Laity, by the neareſt Ties of 
Nature and Affinity, there might be ſome plauſible Pre- 
tence for this Uſage. But as they are in all Reſpects, as 
much intereſted in the Honour and Welfare of their Coun- 
try, and have been on all Occaſions as ready to promote 
it as any other Set of Men whatſoever, there can be no 
other Reaſon aſſigned, but that it is o ing to a Contempt 
of Rcligion in general, and proceeds from the reſtleſs En- 
deavours of the great Enemy of Mankind, to blaſt the Cre- 
dit and Inflaence of the Paſtors, the more effectually to de- 
ſtroy their Flock. | 98 


But it is Time to apply ourſelves, more immediately to 
the Occaſion of this preſent Meeting: an Occaſion at once 
the Glory and the Shame of the Reformation. 


We 


— 
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We are met in the Behalf of Youth and Innocence, 
fallen from the Advantages of Paternal Care, or the Hopes 
of a liberal Education, into Miſery and Want. We are 
met in the Behalf of the Orphans of the Prophets, a 
Relation which cannot but engage every ſerious Chriſtian, 
to view them with an Eye of Concern, as the Deſcen- 
dents of Men, not only uſeful in their Generation, but 
who have been employed in the moſt important Service, 
that rational Beings can poſſibly be employed in, the Glory 
of God and the eternal Welfare of Man. 

They who look upon the ſacred Function, as not only 
uſeleſs in itſelf, but as deſtructive both of the Civil and 
Religious Rights of Mankind (for ſuch, it ſeems, there 
are in the World) will think themſelves under no Obli- 
gation, to contribute to the good Work before us, will 
never be induced, for the ſake of the Parents, to ſhew 
any Inſtance of Kindneſs to their Poſterity. 

I hope therefore I have, in the preceding Diſcourſe 
been ſo far from miſpending the Time allotted me, that 
I have as effectually confirmed your wonted Favour to 
thoſe Objects, whoſe Proxy I here ſtand, as by treating 
more particularly upon the great Duty of Charity. For all 
the Topics of Perſuaſion which have fo often, on this 
Occaſion, in the moſt advantageous Manner been laid be- 
fore you, would be of little Weight, unleſs you are con- 
vinced that the Parties pretending to, are indeed entitled 
to your Generoſity and Compaſſion. Charity, that greateſt 
of the three, is no longer a Virtue, it is in it's happieſt 
Application but Weakneſs and Infirmity, when it bears 
not a proper Regard to the Merit of the Object. 
But here you are aſſured of the Approbation both of 

God and Man in the Diſcharge of a Duty to thoſe who 
plead, I had almoſt ſaid, the Pleas of Juſtice in their 
reſpective Claims. Their Claims are the Claims of the 
LL nn who tho' they were worthy of their Hire and 
7 | | had 
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had a Right to partake of that Altar at which they ſo 
painfully and willingly attended, have yet been fo ſparingly 
requited, as to leave their Children Beggars. : 
The very Occafion of this venerable Appearance, ought 
for ever to put to Silence the unreaſonable Cry of worldly In- 
tereſt, with which the Profeſſion has been fo often inſulted. 
They, who account it a meer Trade, may from hence find 
it a very ſorry one; and that had the Miniſters of Chriſt 
nothing to encourage them, but temporal Expectations, they 
might well be difatisfied with their Education and Employ- 
ment; there being hardly the meaneſt Fraternity among 
us, but what receive a much better Return from their re- 
ſpective Occupations, than the inferior Clergy ; whoſe Re- 
venues, if we conſider their neceflary and unavoidable Ex- 
pences, make it Matter of Admiration (it ought indeed to 
be eſteemed highly Providential) that ſo few of their Fa- 
milies in Compariſon, ſhould be in Want of our charitable 
Aid and Aſſiſtance. SLIGHT e 
It is then ſurely juſt, that what has been denied to the 
Parent, ſhould, in ſome Meaſure, be made up to his di- 
ſtreſſed Offspring, that they who inherit the Poverty, which 
was the undeſerved Portion of the Prophet, ſhould be re- 
lieved for the Prophet's fake. | | 
What may reaſonably be preſumed from others, is much 
more to be expected from you, the Children of the Propbets 
and of the Covenant which God made with your Fathers. 
Though others ſhould endeavour to leſſen the Dignity of 
the Profeſſion, allow it no Title to Honour or Mainte- 
nance, and be wholly unmoved at the Misfortunes of your 
Brethren, you will think yourſelf obliged, the more obliged, 
to contribute to their Support, and the placing them in 
ſuch Circumſtances of Life, as may, by the Bleſſing of 
God, enable them, in their Generation, to do the ſame 
Credit to their Deſcent. and Extraction, as you yourſelves. 
now do. 


_ _ Give 
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Give me Leave only to add to thoſe ſeveral Arguments, 
which will naturally ariſe. in the Minds of all, who are 
come together in the Houſe of God as Friends, and to an 
Annual Solemnity, inſtituted for the Exerciſe of the Offices 
of Charity, that thoſe Reſtraints of Mortmain, which have 
of late Years been laid upon Diſpoſitions by Will, make it 
the more expedient for us to do good, while we have Oppor- 
tunity, to the Houſhold of Faith : We are hereby more par- 
ticularly reminded to promote the Deſign of this Feaſt of 
Love; that a Deſign, which has hitherto ſo proſperouſly ſuc- 
ceeded, may go on to zncreaſe with the Increaſe of God. 
Me can never aſſemble on this Occaſion, without Hearts 
full of Gratitude, for the ſeveral Inſtances of Royal Fa- 
vour, by which this Corporation has been graced and di- 
ſtinguiſhed ; for the many liberal and truly noble Benefa- 
tions, (be they preſerved in the Regiſter of Eternity l) 
which have ſo greatly tended to ſupport the Cauſe of the 
Widow and the Fatherleſs, and for all the gracious Diſpen- 
fations towards the Sons of the Prophetic Order, by which 
the moſt High has been pleaſed to honour his own In- 
heritance. N 
May a Day thus generouſly appointed continue, as long 
as the ſad Occaſion continues, to be not more a Day of 
Reproach to the Enemies of our Sion, than a Day of 
Boaſting and Triumph to all thoſe, who pray for the Peace 
of Ferufalem : And may each revolving Year bring together 
the Great and the Good, thus to teſtify their fincere Love 
unto Iſrael, and to give Thanks unto. the Name of the Lord. 
For ever bleſſed be his Name who hath Pleaſure in the Proſpe- 
rity of his Servants. Bleſſed be the Name of . his Majeſty for 
ever: And let all the People ſay, Amen. © 
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BOOKS printed for WILLIAM PARKER, at the 
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the Books of Apocrypha; and the various Readings both of Texts 
and Margin, in a more exact Method than has hithereto been extant. 
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The Works of the moſt Reverend Dr John Sharp, late Lord Arch- 
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a Preface, giving an Account of the ſaid Diſcourſes. Compleat in 
Seven Volumes, 8 vo. 


N. B. The Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Volumes may be had ſeparate. 


Fifteen Sermons, preached at the Royal Chapel of Piteball. By 
George Carleton, M. A. Sub-Dean of his Majeſty's Chapels Royal. 


An Anſwer to the Diſſenters Pleas for Separation: Or, an Abridg- 
ment of the London Caſes, Wherein the Subſtance of thoſe Books is 
digeſted into one ſhort and plain Diſcourſe. The Sixth Edition, By 
Thomas Bennet, D. D. late Vicar of St Giles's Cripplegate. 
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Charity of Temper and Aſſiſtance. Two Sermons preached at Great 
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